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FEMA President Donald . Trump

Approves Major Disaster
Declaration for Nebraska

Release date: March 21, 2019
Release Number: HQ-19-020

WASHINGTON - The Federal Emergency Management

Agency announced that federal disaster assistance has

pbeen made available to the state of Nebraska to

supplement state and local recovery efforts in the areas .
affected by severe winter storm, straight-line winds and

flooding beginning on March 9, 2019, and continuing.

The President's action makes federal funding available to
affected individuals in Butler, Cass, Colfax, Dodge, Douglas,
Nemaha, Sarpy, Saunders, and Washington counties.
Assistance can include grants for temporary housing and
home repairs, low-cost loans to cover uninsured property
losses, and other programs to help individuals and
business owners recover from the effects of the disaster.

Federal funding is also available to the state, tribal and
eligible local governments and certain private nonprofit
organizations on a cost-sharing basis for emergency work
damaged by severe winter storm, straight-line winds and
flooding in Adams, Antelope, Blaine, Boone, Box Bultte,
Boyd, Brown, Buffalo, Burt, Butler, Cass, Cedar, Cherry,
Colfax, Cuming, Custer, Dakota, Dixon, Dodge, Douglas,
Fillmore, Frontier, Furnas, Gage, Garfield, Gosper, Greeley,
Hall, Harlan, Holt, Howard, Jefferson, Johnson, Keya Paha,
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Knox, Lancaster, Lincoln, Logan, Loup, Madison, Merrick,
Morrill, Nance, Nemaha, Nuckolls, Otoe, Pawnee, Pierce,
Platte, Richardson, Rock, Saline, Sarpy, Saunders, Scotts
Bluff, Seward, Sherman, Stanton, Thayer, Thurston, Valley,
Washington, Wayne, Wheeler, and York counties and the
Santee Sioux Nation, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska, Omaha
Tribe of Nebraska, Sac and Fox, and Winnebago Tribes. As
part of the Public Assistance Program, assistance for debris
removal and emergency protective measures (Categories A
and B), including direct federal assistance, will be provided
at 75 percent federal funding.

Federal funding is also available on a cost-sharing basis for
hazard mitigation measures for the state and tribes in
Nebraska.

Constance Johnson-Cage has been named as the Federal
Coordinating Officer for federal recovery operations in the
affected area. Johnson-Cage said additional designations
may be made at a later date if warranted by the results of
further damage assessments.

Individuals and business owners who sustained losses in
the designated area can begin applying for assistance by
registering online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov
(http://www.DisasterAssistance.gov) or by calling
1-800-621- 3362 or 1-800-462-7585 TTY. The toli-free
telephone numbers will operate from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00

p.m. (flocal time) seven days a week until further notice.
###

FEMA's mission is to help people before, during and after
disasters.
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Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog
(https.//www.fema.gov/blog), www.twitter.com/fema
(http.//www.twitter.com/fema), www.facebook.com/fema
(http.//www.facebook.com/fema), and www.youtube.com/fema
(http.//www.youtube.com/fema). Also, follow Acting
Administrator Pete Gaynor’s activities at twitter.com/FEMA Pete
(https://twitter.com/FEMA_Pete).

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA
does not endorse any hon-government websites, companies or
applications.
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Pete Ricketts OFFICE OFY
Camenar P D e o Lncoln, Me
Phaesies (02} A7 2244« pete

March 19, 2019

The Honorable President Trump
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D, C.

Through: Regional Administrator Paul Taylor
FEMA Region 7
Kansas City, Missouri

"RE: Request for Expedited Presidential Disaster Declaration — Major Disaster

Dear Mr, President:

Uniler the provisions of Section (301) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Reliel and Emergency
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. §& 5121-5207 (Stafford Act), and implemented by 44 CFR § Major
citation (206,363, I request that you declare a Major Disaster for the State of Nebraska as a resull
of flooding, rain, high water, wind-driven rain, hail, lightning, straight-line winds and winter
storms which began on March 9% and is continning.

1 am requesting Public Assistance, Individual Assistance and Hazard Mitigation statewide for the
counties listed below.

Public Assistance: Indian Tribal Governments: Santee Sioux Nation, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska,
Omiaha Tribe of Mebraska, Sac and Fox, and Winnebago Tribe, Counties in Nebraska: Adams,
Antelope, Blaine, Boone, Box Butte, Boyd, Brown, Buffalo, Burt, Butler, Cass, Cedar, Cherry,
Colfax, Cuming, Custer, Dakota, Dixon, Dodge, Douglas, Fillmore, Frontier, Fumnas, Gage,
Garfield, Gosper, Greeley, Hall, Harlan, Holt, Howard, Jefferson, Johnson, Keya Paha, Knox,
Laneaster, Lincoln, Logan, Loup, Madison, Merrick, Morsill, Nance, Nemaha, Nuckolls, (hoe,
Pawnee, Pierce, Platte, Richardson, Rock, Saline, Sarpy, Saunders, Scotts Bluff, Seward, Sherman,
Stanton, Thaver, Thurston, Valley, Washington, Wayne, Wheeler, and York,

Individual Assistance: Santee Sioux Nation, Boone, Buflalo, Burt, Butler, Cass, Colfux, Cusler,
Dodge, Douglas, Knox, Mance, Nemaha, Richardson, Saline, Suarpy, Saunders, Thurston,
Washington

Hazard Mitigation: Statewide

On March 12, 2019, [ declared a State of Emergeney o inelude all 93 counties in Nebraska beeause

of the impending blizzard and flooding across the state in accordance with 44 CRT 206.36 () (1)-
in response to the current situation, T have taken appropriate action under state law by directing

An Equal Uppertuniin/ Affirmatee Achun Enmployer
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the execution af the shale’s emergency aparations plan. | have also signed Exeontive Order 19-082
which retaxed motor carrier houss of servics as well as length and toad restictivns for commercial
wotor vehicles and motor carcers engage in the dizaster response and reeovery effosis,

The Bisaster §s o Catastrophe of Unusual Severity and Magnitude When Field Dannge
Assessments are nof Necessaryv- 44 CFR 206.36(0d)

Altgched are documionis that show u summary of the damage costs to date; this number will vhany
dramatically as these are preliminary rumbers wid many areas ave still under water or itnecessible.
As we are able fo bssoss danyes 10 he other affected counties, ineluding infrastructure damage,
T reserve the right to request additional types of fedend wssistanee and for additienal counties i
Mebraska.

The State of Nobraska requested that all enunties that have submitted 2 county declaration sa far
w provide their best estimate of damagus botls fo public and private property and nfrastruetuse
tnss, The inftial numbuers are estimates, But, have greatly exceeded the State and County per capita
indicators.

The Situation is of Such Severity and Magnitude thal Effective Response is Beyond the
Capabllity of the State and Affected Local Governments- 43 CRF 206.36(h}(1)

Situation

Prrsuant to 49 CFR 206,36, § lnve delermined that this ineident is of such severity and mugrnitude
that effective response is bevond the capabilities of the state und alfected local governments, ard
that supplementary Tederal assistonee 19 fnecessary 1o save livas and 1o protect property, public
health aad safety, ot 1o lessen or jvert the thrent of o disaster,

At the date of this requess, the State of Nebraska stule hos activated 169 of the Nebraska National
Guard, The State has also expended close 1o $850,000 just for National Guard Response efforts
in the first three days. This amount will continug te sipnificantly increass as response activities
camtimte. This amount does nol inelude response costs for other state agencies suck ns Nebraska
Emergency Munngement, Nebraska State Patrol or Nebraska Department of Transportation.

As of the date of this reauest, the State has assisted inthe fulfillment of direct assismnce requests
to smerans local urisdictions, o inelude:

= Sewrch and Rescue

+ Mass Feeding/drinking sater deliveries

«  Safuty and Security operations

e Activation ol Siate Gmergency Response Teams (SERT Teams)

A state declsration was signed by Governor Ricketts on Murch 12, 2019 anel was macle Tor the
antire Sixte of Nebyaska, There are 93 vounties in Nebvaska; as of March L 65 counties have
submitted & disasler declaration and over 10 additions] counties have indicated that a declaration
are pending signature from: the chiel elected efficial. More than 74 communities in each ol the
conndies have also submitied disaster deciasations as well as {our Tribal Governments,
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CountyiMunicipal Local Declarations- March 18, 2019

‘The National Weather Service Offices located in Omaha/Valley, NI and Hastings, NE provided a
summary letter to accompany this disaster request. The Omaha/Valley National weather service
office was forced to evacuate and relocate in Hastings when the levee protecting Valley failed
flooding the City of Valley,

Most of Nebraska experienced a very cold and snowy period after the new year began. The soil
froze to depths of 1-2 feet deep and then almost 2 feet of snow fell in many locations during
February; rivers also had built between 1-2 feet of ice. The initial concern for the State was that
ice would jam the rivers and cause flooding, however, this was only part of the problem. Bepinning
about March 9%, temperatures began to finally warm above freezing; but, since the temperatures
stayed close to freezing at night there was not a “slow” melt, On March 12%-14™ there was a
major storm system that moved across the state resulting in hall of the statc being covered in a
blizzard warning and the other half being in Toed walches, The end result was the all snow pack
on the ground in the eastern half of the state melted in a matter of 3 days along with 1-3in of rain
the fell during the storm system. The rain and snowmell had nowhere to go due the frozen ground
s0 it was forced 1o run into streams and rivers, Seventeen new record flood levels were set during
the flooding including on the Missouri River south o Omaha, Records were also sel on the Loup,
Elkhomn, Platie and other smaller rivers during this event. Hven in the central part of the state, near
Grand Island, NE; new record flood levels were sel on the Platte River. The impacts of thege
events will be felt by the citizens ol Nebraska for many yemrs lo come.

There have been three deaths confirmed as a result of the event; two individuals were swept away
by Noodwaters, One was swept away when the Spencer dam failed and the otber was swept away
while trying to save a stranded motorist from the floodwaters. Another death was reported after
multiple rescue attempts failed due to harsh weather conditions.  There has also been one injury
reported; which was a depuly county emergency marager responding during the event has been
reported to the state,
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Volunteer Agencies

As of March 190, there have been over 2,682 people in over 22 Red Cross and Partner shelters.
Nebraska VOAL is ful [[ling requests for sheltering, tood, water, amd supplies with assistance Trom
the Heartland Chureh netwark and the Salvation Army Omaha. Response across the state was
supperted by generous donations of water and other supplies Irom several private businesses and
non-prolil organizations, including three semi-trailers full of bottled water from Hy-Vee, several
truckloads of water from Convoy of Hope, and 40 pallets of water from the Orphan Grain Train,

The Red Cross has provided 4.236 meals as of 7:00am on March 18, We are having major waler
shortages thal have required assistance ncross the state. 484,000 bottles of water have been
delivered across the state. The Emergencey Operations Cenler foresces the need for facilities that
include shower and laundey capabilities and plan on enlisting the assistance fram volunteer
agencies to fulfill these needs.

Currently, multiple Non-Governmental Organizations are in-service throughoul the State
including but not limited to: American Red Cross, Christian Aid Ministries, Convoy of Hope,
Great Plains United Methodist Disaster Response, Kansas- Nebraska Southern Baplist Disaster
Relief, Legal Aid of Nebraska Disaster Relicf, Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska, Seventh
Day Adventist Disaster Reliel and Southeast Nebraska Medical Reserve Corps,

Impacts

There have been signilicant impuets us a result of the event that lns affected a large portion of the
state population ranging from loss of signilicant infrastructure systems including highways, ronds,
and bridges 1o residences and private businesses. All highways in the Nebraska Panhundle were
closed due to blizzard conditions on March 14 15", Interstate 80 was closed for up to 24 hours-
resulting in significant transportation issues nationwide, Hundreds of county roads have been
reporled as washed out or damaged.

NDOT-Road Closures- March 18, 2019
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public infrastruciure damaged woukl inchnie {bal not be limited 10); water and waste water
ezttt faeilities, soads and hridpes, public buildings and equiginent, debris removal, emergency
protective measures, end utility systems. An estimated $85,000.000 n damages oveurred to
private hotnes and busiaess - 2,067 Twsmes and 341 businesses are estimated 1o have been damaged
or destroyed by this cvent, These numbers gre NOT inclusive of all countios or communities;
fhany more communities and counties have vet o provide estimmes. fnsurance bas nit heen
evaluated with these nustbers af shis point.

Water systems have beea disrupted across the stte, Multipte communitics have Tost all drinking
water us well as wiste waler ireatiment capacity as flood wisters have destroyed thels water lines,
Al of Boyd Counéy has been withew denking water tor 24-36 bours, Drinking waler issues
carretly exist in at feast five coundes, and more are anticipated. Sarpy County has reporied
approximately $100,000,000 in damages Lo their waste water treatmeny facifity, Al of these costs
are preliminary and may adiust; howewver, the impact o water systems has been tremendaus.

Girocery stores are reporting dwindling supplics across the steie in commnities that ave been cut
off by foodwaters, The City of Froment was suerounded by floodwatess and there were nit riuds
apen to get i or owl of the community, Hy-Vee Growery, in conjunction with the Army National
Chiasd, State Patred and Nelbraska Deparisent of transportation, was able 1o finally deliver vight
semi loads of food to Fremont In order 1o complete his task; National Guard and State Patrol
excarted the gemis Uraugh the Toad waler - Dept. of Transporiation cleared roads of debrs and
moved barricades.

Fvacuations have taken place in over 20 counties across the swate, and soveral communisies sGli
have 1o aecess in or out, or are completely inundsted by Aoodwater, The communitics of Waterloo
and Valley in Douglas County are two examples of this situation. Several eritica] Jevees and dams
have cither overtopped, are cxpected o overtop, of have been dostroyed aleng the Elkharm,
Niobrats, Toup, Platte and Missourt Rivers among nsany others, Conditions of levees across the
state deteriorated guickly, Addidonal levees are at risk of failing cven as the floed water level
lower in e smatter rivers, The ety of Lincoln, the second largest eity in the state with a
popalation of around 225,000, had its water supply impacted and nitially on Saturday March 16
resuested a volungary water use redssction within the eity. Lineoli bas sives imposed a mandatory
water restriction as of $:00 AM on March 18",

Many arcas around Nebrasks had poding oceur in places pat located within the Speeial Flood
Harard Arvea, 55 shown on the Federal Emerpency Munagement Agency’s Flood Insurance Rote
WMaps. This was due 1o the condition of the soff and rivers prior t ihe storm, combined with the
failure of fleed eontrol systems. When the rain bogan falling the soil moistare was already high
from the prier full, frozen Fom a long pesiod of below freezing temperatures, and covered irs
snow. Due th the satarated and frozen sotls any rain that fell was tumed divectly into runoff. The
raintit] smounts were not significant, bt the amourst of meigiere sl in the soil, waler in the
snowsack, and the frozen ground created a flood that appears to have exceeded the one-percent-
annual-chance flogd in muny arcas, To make matters worse many stroams still had signifiean: ice
cover whivh created conditions favorable for jee jams 10 ooeur, There are cosimunities that wers
flonded due to jee lame. As amol found its way to the streams, gages recorded record o near-
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recard peaks resuiting i strain to flood control systems through mueh of the State. To date, there
bave heen two dim failures and eight leves Silares,

Multipte arca hospitals and care facilities huve vither had o evacuate due 1o Hooding or are
working on sandbapging o protest their Tacilisies. Examples of hospitals and assisted living
facitities th evacumed or were siprificantly impascted were localed in Norlolk, Peoder, Plerve,
Sehuyler, and Genon, Public School districts tn Norih Bend and Cedar Bluffs have heen closed
inddedinitely as a resull of the Sooding. These closurey will allect over 1,247 stndents, The
consotidated schoal district in Boyd County iy alse closed until some sort of dependabde water
sourge van be oblained. Dorens of other schoals also cloxe for soveral days due to travel
restrictions or feoded rosds. Many schools that typleslly bas stadents” multipie miles on
apgregate roads changed the bussing policy Tor a souple of weeks due to dangerous deiving
conditions; thay did net Jeave hard surfaced roads and pavents had to take kids 1o meet the busses.

O Marcl 15, Cooper Nuclear Station declaved a Notice of Unusual Event (NOUE) and as of
1330 o Muarch 16" began o shot down power peneration. Multiple power outages have been
reported from Omaha Public Power District as well as Nebraska Pablic Power Districl il many
other public power districts across the state have been, and still are reporting power outages as the
everi continges,

Fosses to agriculiure, the major industry Tor the State of Nebraska, are afready being felt, dee o it
being calving seuson, Thousands of livestock have perished either due to extreme cold veeather,
Lhzzard conditions, or exteme Mooding. The loss of water supplies in many areas has coused
large concemn for farge calfle, swine and chicken operations; the farms and feedlots could not be
accessed due to Noodwater and deinking water for the animals had to be trucked in. The Nebraska
Cattlemen’s Association is cstimating thas feediol and cowlcal! nperations have a $3060 million
loss; incrense Lansportation costs due 1o Infrastructure loss is $1 million/day. Feedlots have Tost
approximately $36 miltion in feed supplies and crop loss is estimated 1 e sn range af the 5440
million 1. This is o huge impnct 1o Nebraska's primary industry, This Joss will have lar reaching
ingpacts in all areas of the state, Income tax reverie will dramatically decrease, iales of ponds and
services will decrease due o lower income, which will impact individuals who work in the goods
and services industries across the state snd country with decrensed seles. With sighificam
Ceoreases b incame tax revenue, sales wix rovenus and property taxes, Jeeal jurisdictions, s well
a4 the state, will bave sipnificant issugs with recovering without assistanee.

Respotse Efforts

The following information is Turiished o the tatsre nied amount of State, loeald, of Tndian tribal
goverument resources that have been or will be wsed w alleviute the conditions of this disagter:

1. lLocal first respotders, in conjunction with state agencivs, have been diligently responding o
life safely issucs such ¢ waler rescues over the last 72 hours.
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Loved Law Enliarcerent For traffic centrol, cvacuation support, sid secufity in damaged areas,

Local Fire Depariments for search and reseus, evacuation support, and wafTic control,
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DR-4375 affected much of North Central and Seuth Central Nebraska power distriets, due to an
ice stornn, DR-4387 affected Northeast Nebraska by severe storms and floeding. Almost all of the
counties declared in both of these 2018 events are currently being impacted,

Nebrasks has n constitutiona! reguirement to maintain a balanced budget, Low farm/agricultural
commadity prices created a shortfall in revenue available to the state and the resulling budget cuts
made during the two most recent legislative sessions included a reduction in funding 1o the
Governor’s Limerpency Find (GEF).

Certification by the Governor That State and Loeal Obligations and Expenditures for the
Currenl Disaster Will Comply with all Applicable Cost Sharing Requirements of fhe

Stafford Act- 44 CFR 206,36 ()(5)
Please see the enclosure, FEMA Form 010-0-13

Onee again, based ot the information provided the State of Nebraska is requesting a Major Disaster
Declaration. Given the liming of this request, aceurate figures from impacted local governments
are not available but we believe the impacts and affects to be so significant to warrant such
appraval of such request.

Sincerely,

K/ca [~

Tete Ricketts
Ciovernor

Enclosures:
OMB No. 1660-0009%FEMA Fortm 010-0-13
Siatement [ram National Weather Serviee
Governor's Proclamation.
Listing of Counlies impacted
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