PROCEEDINGS OF THE DODGE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

A scheduled meeting of the Dodge County Board of Equalization was called to order by Chairman Missel at 9:00 A.M. on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 in the Board Room of the Courthouse, Fremont, Nebraska with the following members present: Giesselmann, Strand, Backens, Missel, Tawney and Bendig. Absent: Beam.
The Board unanimously declared the meeting legally convened. 
The Board unanimously approved the agenda as printed.
The Board took action on 129 property valuation protests for 2025. Of the 129 parcels protested, the Board lowered the valuation on 85 parcels, raised the value on 2 parcels and denied any change to 39 parcels. The Board also rejected one protest for being filed after the submittal deadline of June 30, acknowledged the withdrawal of one protest and accepted one correction to a protest that resulted in that parcel being combined with another, which made the parcel protested inactive with a zero value.
While the Board was acting on protests, a discussion ensued about the role of the referees in the process. Dodge County Head Appraiser Mitch Hart said he and his staff have to defend how they determine the valuations on property and he feels the referees need to be held accountable as to how they are setting values. Many times, the referee reports are returned with no explanation of how they arrived at their numbers. The assessor’s office is then left trying to explain to the protestor what the referees’ reasoning is with no information as to how the referee reached their recommendation. Next year, the Board would like the assessor’s office to schedule a meeting with the referees prior to protest season to lay out their expectations of the referees. Chairman Missel said he thinks a few members of the board of supervisors should also attend this meeting.
At 9:56 A.M., Chairman Missel recessed the Board as a Board of Equalization until 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, July 23, 2025.
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